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JABARA AWARDS FOR 2019 TO BE PRESENTED FRIDAY  
 
U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo.  – The 2019 winners of the The Colonel James 

Jabara Award for Airmanship are Col. Tyler “Nick” Hague, member of class of 1998, and Maj. 
Caitlin T. Reilly, member of the class of 2007. 

 
 The awards will be presented on Friday, Feb. 7, during noon meal with cadets at 

Mitchell Hall Dining Facility. 
 
Hague is being recognized for extraordinary professionalism and heroism on October 

11, 2018, when he and his crew lifted off in their Soyuz-FG rocket from the middle of 
Kazakhstan, and headed toward the international space station. Two minutes into flight, Hague 
and his Russian commander were forced to abort their mission when their rocket booster failed 
to detach once they reached zero gravity. The escape tower was jettisoned and the two 
astronauts found themselves blazing through the sky, having to abort the mission.  Hague’s 
actions and calm demeanor during the incident are credited with ensuring the safety of the crew 
as they landed the rocket back on earth. 

 
Reilly is being recognized as an “outstanding Air Commando instrumental in the Global 

War on Terroism.”  She distinguished herself over the course of four deployments, including the 
successful execution of multiple high-visibility missions against top targets in terrorist networks.   

 
The Jabara Award is named in memory of Col. James Jabara (1923-1966), who is the 

first American and Air Force jet ace.  The award is presented to Academy graduates who have 
made outstanding contributions in airmanship.  Each major air command, field operating 
agency, including the National Guard and Reserve, and direct reporting unit may submit one 
nomination for the award.   

 
Notable Jabara winners can be found at:  www.usafa.org/Heritage/Jabara_Award.  
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NOTE:  Media interested in covering this event, please contact Public Affairs at (719) 333-
7731 no later than Feb. 6, 12 p.m.  
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The site is https://usafa.isportsman.net/ 

and provides a wide-array of 

information on the Academy’s natural 

resources and their management, 

recreational trails, volunteer 

opportunities, regulations, and other 

useful links.  Some web pages are still 

under construction. 

The lower overhead cost of online 

permitting may allow Natural Resources 

to maintain or reduce the cost of a base 

fishing permit ($21 annual, $7.25 one-

day).  Computer stations for purchasing 

and printing permits are in the works for 

the Outdoor Recreation Center and 

Farish Recreation Area.  Until those 

stations are in place, individuals wishing 

to obtain permits must access the site 

online. Cellular phone service is spotty 

to unavailable at Farish Recreation Area, 

so fishing permits for that site must be 

purchased online prior to arrival.   

During the rollout of the new permitting 

system, the traditional paper fishing 

permits will be sold over-the-counter at 

Outdoor Recreation and Farish through 

2016.  Starting in 2017, use of the 

sportsman system will be mandatory.  

Persons eligible for a lifetime base 

fishing permit – Purple Heart recipients 

and veterans with a 60 percent or higher 

DAV disability – still need to visit Natural 

Resources at Building 9030, northeast of 

Falcon Stadium for their free permit. 

To provide comments on the website, 

permitting system, or for other 

questions, contact the USAFA Natural 

http://www.usafa.org/Heritage/Jabara_Award

